Pre-Lambeth visit by bishops and spouses from the Church of North India
Some reflections from local churches and hosts

Matlock Bath and Cromford.
“Bishop Madhukar Kasab & Sushilla (from Marathwada) were absolutely terrific. He especially enjoyed coming to watch Leeds United at York City. They were both wonderful and a real blessing to us. We hope to be sending him around £1,000 to be used at his discretion - he did share some of their Diocesan needs with us. Both our Church  Schools wish to have a link with their Holy Trinity School which is currently under construction. Holy Trinity Matlock Bath is especially keen. So yes, we definitely hope to grow a link via the schools. Bishop Madhukar was great when he visited both schools. We already have five Link Missionaries (one in South India) and so we would be reluctant to take on another, but feel that the schools links will be very good. One highlight was an Indian meal served in the cool of the evening that
was held outside St. Mary's Cromford with about twenty guests”.
Rev. Nick Grayshon

“We had a great time with Madhukar and Sushila. They were a lovely couple who couldn't have been a better choice for our parishes to host. Bishop  Madhukar has invited us to visit Marathwada sometime soon”.
Dr Michael Wilderspin

Broadway Baptist Church

“Rita and I enjoyed having Paul and Shalu Dupare (Nagpur) with us. 
There were two main highlights for us at Broadway. One was the "reception"
we held for Paul and Shalu and for Samson and Rashmi (Cuttack) at Broadway
on the Monday evening - to which we invited others from Nagpur Link and from
the Baptist churches in the Derby area. About 40 turned up. We gave Samson
and Paul opportunity to speak about the challenges and opportunities they
face in their dioceses and then they answered questions. The work in Orissa started with Baptist missionaries in the 1820's. They went out with the General Baptist Missionary Society, which was founded very largely at the initiative of J G Pike, who was minister of this church (when it was based in the Brook Street Chapel). Pike was Secretary of the Society from its foundation in 1816 until his death in 1854. Samson's PhD was on the history of the churches in Orissa and he is familiar with the early Baptist missionaries who founded schools etc. Rashmi is now Principal of a school housed in one of the buildings used by them. We finished with refreshments and had a collection for them both - giving £100 each to Samson and Paul at the end of the evening.
The second highlight was the evening Rita and I had on Tuesday with the four
of them. Before our meal together here at the manse I took Samson and Rashmi
to the Uttoxeter New Road Cemetery in Derby where Pike and his wife Sarah
are buried (Pike's memorial is one of the most impressive in the place), and
also to see the Brook Street Chapel (this was subsequently bought by the
Methodists and named Wesley Chapel). Unfortunately the chapel (now the Masa
Restaurant) was closed, but we were able to take some pictures outside”.
Rev. Peter Shepherd
· Also see this article about the visit by Chris Burns of the Nagpur-Allestree link

St. Peter’s, Belper
“I think the highlights of Bishop Samantaroy’s (Amritsar) time with us were buying a camera, within a few hours of arriving, a "full English breakfast" at Horsley Lodge Golf club, fish and chips at "George's Tradition" cafe, photographing llamas, or
alpaca, near Youlgreave and just pottering round our close photographing cats
and flowers. He valued the opportunity of preaching at St Swithun's and
showing his powerpoint of the work in his diocese. We had 'open house' on his
last night and although only 3 came, it was a good time and he was moved by
being prayed with and for. We loved having him and had a great time, we feel he is a man of great integrity and vision and definitely one of the good guys!! I hope everyone's experience was as positive and enriching”.
See Bishop Samantaroy’s photos of the visit here .

Kate Gough

Loundsley Green, Chesterfield

“The bishop of Rajasthan’s visit was a very positive experience for all concerned.    We made a donation to the Bishop's Community in Delhi and we hope that might lead to other involvement.  Something might well emerge between the Delhi Brotherhood and the Pathways Project for the Homeless on Whittington Moor.  Bishop Collin developed good rapport with Emily Clarke, the manager”.
The Rev’d. Dr Stan Frost

Winshill

“The visit of Bishop Sunil and his wife Rekha to Winshill and their stay with us went well. The highlight of their visit to us was Bishop Sunil preaching and celebrating at our Sunday Eucharist service, which was attended by the congregation of the Catholic and the Methodist churches also and the singing of the local Covenant Deed. It turned out to be a wonderful occasion, witnessed by the Bishop and his wife who appreciated our ecumenical links with the other two churches. The service was well attended by over a hundred people – young, old and children - and the Bishop's message went very well and was encouraging.  He appreciated particularly the presence of the St. Mark’s Scout group along with their leaders. 
 We also had an informal get together with light refreshments and drinks at the Vicarage, when the Bishop had the opportunity to share with us his vision for the diocese of Delhi and also proposing St. Mark’s to have a link with the diocese, which we are looking into, sharing our parish news and praying for each other. People also had an opportunity to ask questions, as did the Bishop and Rekha, about our
churches working together.  One thing he emphasised strongly was that we must have a link which works not only at the level of the hierarchy but also that of lay people, such as the exchange of young people experiencing the life of a church and its ministry other than their own”.
Rev. Michael Mookerji
Ashbourne
Members of Ashbourne Churches Together were pleased to welcome Bishop Philip Marandih, Bishop of Patna, his wife Lily and their daughter Preety. Bishop Marandih is an old friend, being on his fifth visit to the Ashbourne area. The highlight of his stay was a joint service attended by members of the Anglican and Methodist churches on the Sunday morning in St. Oswald’s Parish Church to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Ashbourne Patna Partnership. The congregation was welcomed by the Rev Geraldine Pond and the Rev Tim Morris and members of both denominations took part in the service. Bishop Marandih preached the sermon and also presided at the Communion.
Saturday evening saw members of the Partnership steering group and the Marandih family enjoying a meal at the local Indian restaurant and on Monday we met with Bishop Marandih to review the last ten years and plan our way forward. A link is being established between one of our local primary schools and one of the diocesan schools and we hope that a group will come from the Diocese to Ashbourne sometime in 2009
